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in this statement and met the Venetians with whom
they agreed that the envoys should ask the Khan to
allow them to return home with the Queen by the safe
sea route, as Marco Polo had said. Also that they
should ask to be accompanied in this voyage by
the Venetians who were good seamen. The envoys
submitted this double request to the Khan who granted
it unwillingly. He summoned the Venetians, talked
kindly to them, and asked them to promise to return
after visiting their relatives and home. He also gave
them an imperial pass and appointed them Ambassa-
dors to the Kings of France, Spain and other Christian
sovereigns. The Khan gave the party fourteen large
ships and presented the Venetians with many jewels
and precious stones. The party, accompanied by the
young princess, sailed and reached Java three months
after. They then crossed the Indian Ocean and reach-
ed the ports of King Argon, after eighteen months in
the course of which hundreds of the sailors died, as
well as two of the King's envoys, leaving only one.
When they landed they heard that King Argon had
died and that his brother Kiakatu was ruling the
country in the name of his little son Kassan. It was
decided to marry the young princess to Kassan. The
Venetians rested there several months, and Kiakatu
gave them royal passes and ordered them to be accom-
panied by guards and supplied provisions wherever
they were and all difficulties in their way to be over-
come till they crossed the frontier of his territory.
They resumed their journey and learned on the route
of the death of the great Kublai Khan. They arrived
at the port of Trebizond and continued their voyage to
Constantinople, thence to Negroponte and finally safe-
ly arrived at Venice in 1295 A.EX Strange stories were
told of their return: their relatives did not recognize
them when they saw them in ragged Tartar clothes
and" hardly able to speak their native tongue. They
were recognized only when they took off their ragged
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